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… if we want to ask about man’s “essence,” we can do so only in the midst of 
his dramatic performance of existence. There is no other anthropology but the 
dramatic. … Only within the ongoing drama can we ask whether there is 
something essential and (relatively) unchanging in all man’s acts and states, and 
what this might be. Theologically speaking, we can ask what the implications 
are, on the basis of this “third act” that mankind is currently playing, for the 
first act, the status naturae integrae, the second, status naturae lapsae, and the 
last act, the status naturae glorificatae. If we continue in this theological mode, 
however, we cannot imagine these ‘acts’ of nature as a purely temporal 
succession of different, mutually exclusive states, for the natura reparata that 
roughly designates our place in the drama coincides to a large extent with the 
naura lapsa yet is able to participate poleptically (spe, non re) in the ultimate 
state. …” (TD2, p. 335-6).  
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ABSOLUTE BEING / being 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

ABSOLUTE FREEDOM / finite freedom 
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WHY ONLY A TRINITARIAN GOD CAN CREATE…. 

 

 

 

 


