
The Church Fathers on the New 

Solidarity in Christ. 



Part 2: Understanding Solidarity as a new 

way to say “We” in Christ

1. Meaning of  Solidarity

2. We have considered how Jesus’ solidarity with us sheds light on 
his identity. 

3. How does Jesus’ solidarity with us give us a new identity? How 
does it give us a new way to say “we”?

4. New way to say “we” (Church Fathers)  Balthasar describes as 
“acting area” opened up in Christ.



Not just a renewed “I,” but a renewed “We”
What we call the doctrine of  the 
Atonement – the way in which 
Jesus is believed to atone for the 
sins of  all humankind by receiving 
a punishment He did not deserve 
in place of  all who did deserve it –
is predicated upon the way in 
which the Word Incarnate by His 
self-emptying, sacrificial love, first 
in the Incarnation itself  and then in 
the earthly life, passion, death and 
resurrection, created a renewed 
humanity, meaning a new bond 
among humans in himself.



Divine Child Abuse?

The doctrine is prone to caricature 

if  not understood properly, as 

though God the Father is wrathful 

towards humans on account of  

human sin, and won’t be appeased 

until He sees a sacrifice of  human 

blood that is worthy of  His 

attention, namely, His own beloved 

Son. This can seem like divine child 

abuse. 





Analogy of  a gang, bound in lawlessness



“Like us in all things except sin”



The Church is the new 

solidarity in Christ, founded 

on his blood. The Church is a 

communion or solidarity in 

the intimate self-gift of  the 

Word incarnate, that is, in His 

blood, shed out of  love, “for 

the sake of  humans and our 

salvation.”



St. Ignatius of  Antioch: Christ’s blood is our communion

His point is that if  the Lord 

only “seemed” to shed his 

blood on our behalf, then he 

only “seemed” to love us. His 

love is something real in this 

world of  time and history, and 

it was such a great love it cost 

Him his life. It is this love –

this blood – which is the basis 

for communion in the Church, 

which IS that communion.



Scriptural Images for the Church

1. The Church as the Bride of  Christ

2. The Church as the Body of  Christ















“One body”

“And the two 

shall become 

one flesh”

(Eph. 5)



Basic Meaning of  “Catholic”

Latin: Catholica

Greek: katholikos (καθ’  ‘όλης, Acts 9:31)

Κατα (according to / throughout)

όλος (the whole)

- According to the whole

- Throughout the whole



“Body of  Christ” in Augustine
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