| Excursus: RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE CROSS AND THE RESURRECTION |
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1.5. THE ASCENSION: The Son has reconciled the world to the Father. He has
died the death of sin and has been raised by the Father to newness of life.
G Love has conquered death. And he has taken the entire world with him to his
Father. And he sends forth his Spirit into the world. Christ is the living water
(In 4:10) and the Spirit is the stream poured into the world. The task of the
NOTE: READ THE TEXTS IN THE ORDER OF THEIR 5' O Spirit is to Christify the world: that is, to take the entire world into Christ, in
NUMERATION. order that the world thus taken into Christ may be transfigured and elevated
to the Father. By the work of the Spirit, the living heart of Jesus which died in
obedience to the Father but which now lives only for the Father (Rom. 6:10) is
made into the heart of the world. At the center of the world now is a Spirit
that is renewing all things; a Spirit which makes all things new; a Spirit which
searches the depths of God and which brings and offers the world up to the
Father through Christ. Jesus went up to the Father like a firework into the
heavens, and once he was at the right hand of the Father, he spread himself
into the whole work through the Spirit, like how a firework explodes and
spread across the whole sky. The one light — the light of the world, Christ,
ascended to the Father, but now the whole world is lit by Christ’s light because

THE INCARNATION the Spirit of Christ has indwelled in us all.

The Son is sent into the World by the
Father,

And he empties himself, and
becomes man.




“THE WoRLD”
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him. This is lkowe in its most radical form™ (Benedict X000,
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1
THe CrOSS IS THE SELF-GLORIFICATION oF Gobp's LOVE IN

1
THEIWORLD.

1.1.1. This can be understood only if one takes into
consideration and fully believes in the hidden meaning of the
Cross, which is that in taking upon himself all the sins of the
wotld—in being plunged into the darkest of nights—God's

— — —eternal love surrenders itself to the uttermastlimits of — — — — — .

God-forsakenness in order to prove itself, at the moment of its
greatest weakness, stronger than all the guilt and sin of the

world.,

1.1.2, The power to regain life completely is contained in the
capacity for self-surrender even amidst the experience of
suffering: “For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay
down my life that | may take it again. No one takes it from me,
but | lay it down on my own accord. | have power to lay it
down, and | have power to take it again” (Jn 10:17-18).

1.1.3. Death and resurrection are two naturally-reverse
aspects of one and the some act of love: The glory that

manifests iteplf on Facter is already present in the veiled glary

of Good Friday. This is why the Cross is his "hour,’ the 'hour of
his glory,’ in which he is ‘glorified as he was in the beginning.
For, the glory is decisively the self-glorifying love of God
— _ manifested toallthewaorld. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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1.4.1. This means that the Cross is not ‘behind him’ as in it could nnI\:be considey
as belonging to the past. Rather, it is ‘done’ in the sense that it is an i.:muerﬂ'bre a
of redemption that takes ploce between the time of his crucifixion and Resurrectid
The crucifision Christ ceases to be bound by the limits of finite time, J].mt as little ;
he is bound by it during his descent into hell, and in the Resurrectiona (In case yol

— now ifheisinthe ‘past’ only2 0 bow canowe share in hissacrifice at the MassifL —

-

in the ‘past, and not, somehow, omnitemporal?). The Church is founded by this I
irreversible act. By seeing the Cross as something that is merely “past” in a tempd :
sense, you would be turning the Cross into a mere “bridge” or “tool” for you to g |
to heaven, rather than realizing that the goal of the Christian life is to be in intim3 :
communion with the very One who has poured himself forth for you on that very |
Cross! The Cross cannot be instrumentalized in that way; it is a love poured forth :
the end. To say that | want the Resurrection without the Cross, is to say that | war] I
the benefits of love separated from the love poured out for me. To offer an exam :
it's kind of like when a spouse tells another spouse: "I love you because of what y :
love does for me; it makes me feel better, and it makes me feel more secure and "
maore comfartable, That's why I'm grateful for you.” My goodness! How terrible! :
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1.4.2. The love issuing forth from the spear-wound in the side of the resurrected
Christ streams forth into the Church and the world: the seal of God's love is broks
open, With the opening-up of his heart, the Spirit is poured forth into the world 3
baths the Church in the light of Easter which the Word has earned for it. Christ’s

Resurrection is the transfiguration of hatred, forsakenness, Godlessness,







