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CHRONOLOGY OF KEY FIGURES AND TEXTS  
ON NATURE/ GRACE (SUPERNATURAL) 

 

(1)  [1919-1922] Karl Barth, Epistle to the Romans; originally written in 1919, but revised in 1922.  
(2) [1932 – 1967] Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics; published in stages. See especially Volumes I-II. 
(3) [1946] Publication of Surnaturel: Etudes historiques (Paris: Desclée de Brouwer, 1991) 

[=Supernatural: Historical Studies]. Main Divisions of the Table of Contents: 
(4) Criticisms from “Conservative Thomists” (See de Lubac’s At the Service of the Church and Neufeld-

Sales’ Bibliographie and John Milbank, The Suspended Middle, pp. 79-87) 
(5) [1949] Publication of “Le mystère du surnaturel,” Recherches de science religieuse (1949): 80-121; 

English translation, “The Mystery of the Supernatural,” in Theology in History (San Francisco: 
Ignatius Press, 1996), 281-316, as a response to some of the Criticisms.  

(6) [1950] Pius XII, Encyclical Letter “Humani generis,” AAS 42 (1950). See especially p. 570. 
(7) [1950] Karl Rahner, original publication of “Concerning the Relationship between Nature and Grace,” 

in Orientierung XIV (1950), pp 141-5) [Cf.  Expanded version, 1954, TI 1, 297-317]. 
(8) [1951] Hans Urs von Balthasar, The Theology of Karl Barth (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1992); 

originally published in 1951.  
(9) [1956] Karl Rahner, “Concerning the Relationship between Nature and Grace,” TI 1, (1954), 297-317. 
(10) [1960] Karl Rahner, “Nature and grace according to the doctrine of the Catholic Church,” in 

Theologie heute, ed. L. Reinisch (Munich 1960), 89-102; [Cf. version in 1966, TI 4, 165-187]. 
(11) [1965] Publication of the “twin” books: Le mystère du surnaturel (Paris: Aubier-Montaigne, 1965) 

and Augustinisme et théologie moderne (Paris: Aubier-Montaigne, 1965). English translations: The 
Mystery of the Supernatural (New York: Herder & Herder, 2011) and Augustinianism and Modern 
Theology (New York: Herder & Herder, 2011). 

(12) [1966] Karl Rahner, “Nature and Grace,” TI 4, (1966), 165-187. 
(13) [1966] Hans Urs von Balthasar, The Moment of Christian Witness (New York: Newman Press, 

1968); originally published 1966.  
(14) [1976] Karl Rahner, Foundations of Christian Faith: An Introduction to the Idea of Christianity 

(New York: Crossroads, 2005), especially Ch. IV; originally published in 1976.  
(15) [1976] Hans Urs von Balthasar, The Theology of Henri de Lubac (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 

1991); originally published in 1976. See “The Newness of Christ,” pp. 61-90. 
(16) [1980] Petite catéchèse sur nature et grace (Paris: Fayard, 1980). English translation: A Brief 

Catechesis on Nature and Grace (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1984). 

 

 

 

 


